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A Note About Production

The Porcupine’s Quill is remarkable in Canadian publishing in that most of the

physical production of our books is completed in-house at the shop on the

Main Street of Erin Village in Wellington County.

We print on a twenty-five inch Heidelberg KORD, typically onto acid-free

Zephyr Antique laid. The sheets are then folded, and sewn into signatures on

a 1907 model Smyth National Book Sewing machine.

To take a vir tual tour of the pressroom, visit us at YouTube (search on ‘Tim

Inkster’) for a discussion of offset printing in general, and the operation of a

Heidelberg KORD in particular. Other videos include a discussion of four-

colour printing, smyth sewing and wood engraving.
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  newA Caledon Sketchbook
Richard B. Nevitt

Presented in the form of a journal and including

ruminations and more than sixty pen-and-ink

drawings, A Caledon Sketc hbook illustrates chance

moments of solitude and articulates a sense of

communion with the spiritual side of the Caledon

Hills. North and to the west of Toronto, this rolling

landscape is home to artist Richard Nevitt.

Working from nature is what he loves best, and in

this collection his drawings demonstrate the degree

to which a simple line scratched with a pen nib can

elicit a deep appreciation of a geographic place.

‘In Richard Nevitt’s hands the act of drawing becomes something more than a

mechanical recording of the natural world. . . . Each of Richard’s drawings takes

us on a ver y personal journey of discovery as he delves into the living

elements of landscape and its transcendent aspects. . . .  In the turn of a line, a

scrap of contour, an oblique hint of mass, form and volume , Nevitt lends his

subjects a living quality, a breath of life and of vitality. And above all, A Caledon

Sketc hbook insists that drawing has little to do with style and aesthetics.

Drawing is, in its essence, a means to the end of understanding ourselves and

of our place in the world.’ – Tom Smar t, Executive Director

McMichael Canadian Art Collection

Richard Nevitt taught on the faculty of the Ontario College of Art for many

years. In 1993 he was the recipient of the A. J. Casson Award for

Distinguished Service given by the Alumni Association in recognition of an

outstanding and dedicated contribution to the cause of education. He now

works out of his own studio in Caledon and continues to teach, giving

workshops at the McMichael Canadian Art Collection in Kleinburg.

$18.95 • 128 pp • sewn, paperback • 5.56"x 8.75"

ART • 978-0-88984-310-3 • August 2008
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  newA Wood Engraver’s Alphabet
Gerard Brender à Brandis

Wood engraver Gerard Brender à Brandis has

long been an avid gardener and botanist; his

encyclopaedic knowledge of the plant world

animates the exquisite microcosm of A Wood

Engraver’s Alphabet. This collection is intended both

for the student of the complexities of nature’s

creations and the patron of the intricate art of

wood engraving. The images are presented in the

form of an alphabet book but the simple, and

sometimes elementary, appreciation of the alphabet

format will not suffice here. The abundance of the

botanical world, and the multitude of choice

available to represent each letter, allows the mind of artist and reader alike to

roam free . A shor t introduction by the artist illuminates the choices he has

made and includes historical tidbits about the lexicon of flowers.

‘Working on this series of engravings reminded me that the Victorians

delighted in employing flowers to send messages, having an established lexicon

of meanings for many common flowers. One might send foxgloves to express

a suspicion of insincerity, snapdragons to underscore offence at another’s

presumptiveness (and don’t the tight-lipped snapdragons in my engraving have

an offended air about them?), and pansies to confirm ‘‘You occupy my

thoughts.’’ And some plants have a unique significance for each of us,

associations with events or people in our own lives.’ – from the Introduction

Gerard Brender à Brandis specializes in wood engravings but also works in

watercolour and publishes handmade limited editions. He is best known as a

botanical artist, with a special interest in orchids. His work is included in a

number of public galleries, as well as in numerous private collections

throughout the world. His studio is located on Brunswick Street in Stratford.

$16.95 • 64 pp • sewn, paperback • 5.56"x 8.75"

ART • 978-0-88984-311-0 • August 2008
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  newThe Essential P.K. Page
selected by Arlene Lampert and Théa Gray

This is the second volume in our ‘Essential Poets’

series. Our aim is to provide the best possible

introduction to a prominent Canadian poet by

selecting key works that carry the essence of an

individual poetic voice and sensibility. By offering a

small but carefully considered selection it is hoped

these chapbooks will invite an intimate acquaintance

and ongoing engagement with the poems. Selected

by Arlene Lampert and Théa Gray, the collection is

admittedly wildly idiosyncratic and certain to be

controversial. Arranged alphabetically for easy

reference , these poems do not reflect a ‘young’ or a

‘mature’ voice; for Page, time is not linear and change does not occur along a

narro w path. Think of this volume as a sort of pocket P.K. Page making its

way into backpacks, carry-on luggage, doctors’ waiting rooms . . .

P. K. Page needs no introduction. This is a poet who writes in many genres

and on an infinite number of subjects. The source of her poetry is always love

– whether in vivid portraits of her inner and outer landscapes; startling insights

into the past, the present, the future; illumination of some tiny detail of

ordinar y life; or admonishments for our neglect of the earth and of each other.

Page is an alchemist who turns language into pure gold, a magician who dazzles

with sleight of mind. The Essential P.K. Page is perceptive, elegant, romantic (yet

never sentimental), sometimes downright funny, wholly conscious.

P. K. Page has written some of the best poems published in Canada over the

last five decades. In addition to winning the Governor General’s award for

poetr y in 1957, she was appointed a Companion of the Order of Canada in

1999. In 2002, her selected poems, Planet Earth, was shortlisted for the

coveted Griffin Poetr y Prize . She lives in Victoria.

$12.95 • 64 pp • sewn, paperback • 5.56"x 8.75"

POETRY • 978-0-88984-308-0 • September 2008
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  newUproar
Jack MacLeod

Jack MacLeod’s first two novels established him as

that rarest of talents, a writer who can entertain

while also grappling with ideas and social issues.

Uproar, his new novel, is the story of a marriage in

free fall, a career on the skids and the bewildering

era we hav e only just recently sur vived. Included

among the list of zany characters is ‘Zinger’ – that

remarkable literary creation who first made an

appearance in Zinger and Me (1979), and whom the

actor Don Harron has called ‘one of the most

memorable characters in Canadian literature’.

J. T. McLaughlin is a Professor of Economics who appears blessed until his wife

of twenty-four years suddenly ups and leaves him. J.T. becomes despondent.

At this point Zinger, a high-school chum and journalist, bursts upon the scene.

Amidst the machinations of academia, passionate encounters at Catholic spas,

and slanderous accusations of sexist, racist and homophobic behaviour,

MacLeod creates an exhilarating romp through the pressing issues of the day.

‘Uproar is a lovely book, funny, clever, and a vivid reflection of the times.

Beneath the entertaining surface, MacLeod had created a classic comic plot

which takes the hero down through a broken marriage , a disintegrating career

and a too-close acquaintance with the bottle, but emerges at the end into the

sunlight. A story that is full of people like us, mostly at our worst, but

sometimes at our best. I found it hugely satisfying.’ – Eric Wright

Born in Regina, Jack MacLeod taught at the University of Toronto from 1959

to 1996, then gradually shifted from academic writing and editing to the more

challenging endeavour of writing comic novels. He is currently professor

emeritus in the Department of Political Science at the University of Toronto.

$27.95 • 272 pp • sewn, paperback • 5.56"x 8.75"

FICTION / NOVEL • 978-0-88984-306-6 • October 2008
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  newNiceman Cometh
David Carpenter

Niceman Cometh is a book about Glory. Glor y

Sacher lives in Saskatoon, and this is the story of

one year in her life, and of the men that covet her.

The year is centred around Christmas, and the

Niceman is Santa Claus. After her marriage fails,

Glor y, as a single mum, is left to raise her six-and-a-

half-year old son alone. Bobby is a precocious, yet

normal, sort of a boy. Does well at school, except

when overcome by depression caused by the

comings and goings of mum’s many admirers. As

Glor y’s friend Jolene explains it succinctly, ‘Glor y

had a good eye for a sonofabitch!’

‘All through June and July, Glor y clung to the following resolution: under no

circumstances would she allow herself to be ambushed by Gar th Bullard. . . .

She might run the risk of seeing him at his old game, trolling for bimbos.. . .  She

even resolved never to turn the dial to CHAF Radio, in case she happened to

hear his patter on Night Howl. . . .  Gar th was a man with a dream, a golden

voice , and a fatal flaw. He was flesh-foolish. He wanted to be loved by great

armies of women, he craved it.’

Carpenter’s voice captures both the bleakness and the unexpected joys of life.

Filled with moments of high humour but grounded by the sense of defeat and

rejection that we all face, this novel pro vides an insight into the human

condition, its foibles, its delights and its lunacy.

David Capenter’s novel, Banjo Lessons (1997) won the City of Edmonton Book

Prize . Several essays from Wr iting Home , his first collection of nonfiction, have

won prizes in the Western Magazine Awards. David Carpenter lives in

Saskatoon, where he is the fiction editor of Grain Magazine .

$16.95 • 144 pp • sewn, paperback • 5.56"x 8.75"

FICTION / NOVEL • 978-0-88984-307-3 • November 2008
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  newThe Old Woman and the Hen
P. K. Page

‘Once upon a time there was a poor woman who

lived alone and performed small chores for her

neighbours in return for food. One day, as she was

going home, she heard a strange voice speaking

from the roadside . ‘Luck,’ the voice said. ‘Good luck.

Quick, pick me up. Up.’ The old woman searched

among the roadside grasses and found a hen. Such a

bedraggled creature she had never seen before. Its

feathers were all awr y and its beautiful red comb

drooped to one side. ‘Poor thing,’ said the woman

and she picked it up and smoothed its feathers and

put it in her basket and took it home.’

The Old Woman and the Hen is a charming folktale written by one of Canada’s

best known poets. Written simply, but infused with the rhythm and wordcraft

that only a poet of P.K. Page’s talent can deliver, the text is accompanied by six

original wood engravings created for the book by Jim Westergard.

‘The adults who make children’s . . .  books have a variety of roles. There’s the

merry uncle who sings and dances and picks you up and whirls you around.

There’s the wise teacher. There’s the responsible parent. . . . P. K. Page presents

another voice , that of the dignified, contained, slightly mysterious

grandparent. . . . She’s slightly stern. She expects good behaviour. But . . .  you

know she will take your observations and comments seriously. She won’t think

you’re cute . You will have her full attention.’ – Quill & Quire

P. K. Page is the author of more than a dozen books, including ten volumes of

poetr y, a novel, selected short stories, three books for children, and a memoir.

She is also the author of an alphabet book, A Brazilian Alphabet for the Younger

Reader, which is a whimsical chapbook for the young and the young-at-hear t.

$10.95 • 32 pp • sewn, paperback • 5.56"x 8.75"

FOLKLORE / JUVENILE • 978-0-88984-309-7 • October 2008
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Sailor Girl
Sheree-Lee Olson

Sailor Girl is both coming-of-age tale and love poem

to the natural world. Set on the grainboats of

Canada’s Great Lakes in the summer of 1981, it

follows the literal and figurative journey of Kate

McLeod, a rebellious photography student looking

to earn money for school. Using tight, salty dialogue

and gripping description, the book renders a sharp-

edged portrait of life lived on the edges of society. It

is also a love stor y in which a middle-class girl finds

a deep connection with the unruly young men and

tough-minded women of the lakes. Life on the water

is physically and socially restrictive, and Kate

kicks against the rules, both written and unwritten. Sailor Girl is a uniquely

Canadian story, one that preser ves a vanishing part of our heritage.

‘Olson understands the appeal of tough sex and wide open water. She’s got a

great ear, too. Here is a book about a girl rebel written in prose that cuts to

the quick.’ – Katherine Govier, author of Three Views of Crystal Water

‘I’d go anywhere with Kate McLeod, the raunchy and reckless protagonist of

Sailor Girl. Finally a Canlit heroine who shows us that girls can drink like fish,

work like dogs, swear like sailors and still be good to the bone. Once you have

clanked beer mugs with Kate, I guarantee you will take her to bed and not put

her down till dawn.’ – Leah McLaren, author of The Continuity Girl

Sheree-Lee Olson was born in Picton, Ontario, a town on the shores of Lake

Ontario. She has three university degrees, in fine arts, philosophy and

journalism, financed largely by working on Great Lakes freighters. In 1985, she

joined The Globe and Mail as an editor, and in 2007–8 she was a Canadian

Journalism Fellow at Massey College , University of Toronto.

$27.95 • 288 pp • sewn, paperback • 5.56"x 8.75"

FICTION / NOVEL • 978-0-88984-301-1 • In print / June
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Off the Wall
Tony Urquhar t, with captions courageous

by Michael B. Phillips

A series of 113 drawings which served as studies for

ar tist Tony Urquhar t’s ubiquitous box sculptures –

strange , surreal, almost absurd objects. These

preliminar y sketches provide a unique window into

the mind and process of the artist. Captions for the

drawings are pro vided by Michael Phillips who has

approached them as if coming on a batch of

drawings without prior knowledge of their intent.

He has tried to divine something of the artist’s

purpose in designing these objects, and to speculate

on the end of various projects. Off the Wall –

amusing, irre verent, nonsensical – is exactly that!

In order to facilitate the construction of his box sculptures Urquhar t required

working drawings, idea drawings and even drawings of the stands upon which

the sculptures would sit. These works were not intended as ends in

themselves, but nonetheless they are as complete , interesting and exciting as

the artist could render. Urquhar t explains that one of his ‘artistic heros’ is

Leonardo da Vinci – whose idea drawings for flying machines, military catapults

and siege cannons have never been surpassed.

Tony Urquhar t is recognized as one of Canada’s pioneering abstract artists. His

work has been featured in important private and public collections around the
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beginning with Newfeld’s youth in England during

the Second World War and leading to his

involvement in the book trade in Canada. Eventually

becoming Art Director, and subsequently, Vice-

President of Publishing at McClelland & Stewar t, he

went on to co-found the Society of Typographic

Designers of Canada (now the Graphic Designers of

Canada) and to manage the illustration program at

Sheridan College. Newfeld pulls no punches: he is critical of a college system
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Brender à Brandis, G. An Artist’s Garden $16.95 978 0 88984 223 6 2001 164 pp
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Brender à Brandis, G. A Wood Engraver’s Alphabet $16.95 978 0 88984 311 0 2008 64 pp

Kurz, R. An Illustrated Alphabet for the Illiterate $19.95 978 0 88984 278 6 2005 64 pp

Kurz, R. Looking for Snails on a Sunday Afternoon $19.95 978 0 88984 256 4 2004 160 pp

Nevitt, Richard A Caledon Sketc hbook $18.95 978 0 88984 310 3 2008 128 pp

Urquhar t, Tony Cells of Ourselves cl $19.95 978 0 88984 114 7 1989 96 pp

Urquhar t, Tony Off the Wall $27.95 978 0 88984 302 8 2008 224 pp

Walker, George A. The Inver ted Line $15.95 978 0 88984 214 4 2000 176 pp

Walker, G. Images from the Neocerebellum $21.95 978 0 88984 291 5 2007 168 pp

Westergard, Jim Mother Goose Eggs $16.95 978 0 88984 269 4 2005 64 pp

YOUNG ADULT AND JUVENILE

Brandis, Marianne Fire Ship $10.95 978 0 88984 140 6 1992 120 pp

Brandis, Marianne Rebellion $16.95 978 0 88984 175 8 1996 288 pp

English, Sharon Uncomfor tably Numb $18.95 978 0 88984 250 2 2002 200 pp

Lawson, JonArno A Voweller’s Bestiar y $14.95 978 0 88984 300 4 2008 96 pp

Page , P. K. A Brazilian Alphabet $16.95 978 0 88984 265 6 2005 64 pp

Page , P. K. The Old Woman and the Hen $10.95 978 0 88984 309 7 2008 32 pp

Peterson, Shelley Abby Malone $18.95 978 0 88984 207 6 1999 256 pp

Peterson, Shelley Dancer $16.95 978 0 88984 177 4 1996 208 pp

Reaney, James The Boy with an R in His Hand $10.95 978 0 88984 059 1 1980 112 pp

Rozanski, Bonnie Borderline $22.95 978 0 88984 293 9 2007 208 pp

Zeitoun, Mary-Lou 13 $14.95 978 0 88984 232 8 2002 144 pp
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192 Spadina Avenue, Suite 501, Toronto ON M5T 2C2

tel: 416 483 1321 x3 fax: 416 483 2510 mbucci@lpg.ca

Toronto, Southwestern and Northern Ontario: Kayleigh Rosien

192 Spadina Avenue, Suite 501, Toronto ON M5T 2C2

tel: 416 483 1321 x4 fax: 416 483 2510 e-mail: krosien@lpg.ca

Eastern Ontario, Quebec and the Atlantic Provinces: Jacques Filippi

117, rue Dumouchel, Châteauguay QC J6J 3E8

tel/fax: 450 716 1321 e-mail: jfilippi@lpg.ca

Manitoba, Saskatchewan, the Lakehead and Libraries: Lisa Pearce

566 Montrose Street, Winnipeg MB R3M 3N1

tel: 204 489 4409 fax: 204 487 4036 e-mail: lpearce@lpg.ca

British Columbia, Alberta and the Territories: Nadine Boyd

274 East 5th Street (Basement), North Vancouver BC V7L 1L7

tel: 778 338 4745 fax: 778 338 4746 e-mail: nboyd:@lpg.ca

Film and Television

Sarah Cooper, The Saint Agency
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Studies for a crevice box, Tony Urquhar t.
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The Porcupine’s Quill is an independent Canadian publisher which operates with the

assistance of the Canada Council for the Arts and the Ontario Arts Council. The

generous support of the Ontario Media Development Corporation through the Ontario

Book Publishers Tax Credit (OBPTC) and the OMDC Book Fund, as well as the support

of the Government of Canada through the Book Publishing Industry Development

Programme (BPIDP), is also gratefully acknowledged.

Ordering Information

DIRECT ORDERS FROM THE PORCUPINE’S QUILL:

68 Main Street, PO Box 160, Erin ON N0B 1T0

tel: 519 833 9158 fax: 519 833 9845 e-mail: pql@sentex.net

web: http://www . sentex . net / ̃ pql

Orders must be prepaid by cheque or money order, and must include the full retail price

(for the favour of which we will pick up the shipping and GST charges that would

otherwise apply). VISA orders are also accepted by phone , fax, or mail, but we must

charge shipping and GST in these cases.

TRADE ORDERS / CANADA & USA:

University of Toronto Press, Customer Order Department

5201 Dufferin Street, Toronto ON M3H 5T8

tel: 416 667 7791 fax: 416 667 7832 e-mail: utpbooks@utpress.utoronto.ca

Toll Free in Canada & USA

1 800 565 9523 1 800 221 9985

USA Orders can be sent to: Ingram Books

1 Ingram Boulevard, Box 3006, La Vergne TN 37086-1986

tel: 800 937 8100 fax: 615 793 3810

THE VIRTUAL BOOKSELLERS:

As of 5 May, 2008 Amazon.com lists 266 PQL titles, 152 of which are available with 24

hour status through the ‘Advantage’ programme . The same titles are similarly available

through Borders.com. Select PQL titles are also available through abebooks.com,

amazon.ca, barnes&noble.com, nwpassages.com, Ingram and Baker & Taylor. The British,

French, German, and Japanese amazon sites list select PQL titles available for purchase .

PQL titles are also available in the UK at waterstones.com, in India at

firstandsecond.com, in Italy at libreriauniversitaria.it, in New Zealand at fishpond.co.nz,

in Australia at shearersbookshop.com and in Estonia at raamat.ee


